N/ A SMART INVESTMENT IN
Sea Grant oyR coASTAL ECONOMY

MAINE

For over 50 years, the National Sea Grant College
Program (Sea Grant) has supported coastal

and Great Lakes communities through research,
extension, and education.
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IN 2024, A FEDERAL
INVESTMENT IN MAINE SEA GRANT
OF $1.7 MILLION CONTRIBUTED TO

$20.2
MILLION

IN DOCUMENTED ECONOMIC BENEFITS*

Sea Grant’s 2024-2027 Strategic Plan addresses the following four focus areas:

Sea Grant’s work in sustainable fisheries and aquaculture includes applied research, technical
assistance and training for fishing and aquaculture professionals, and facilitation support to
address fishing community needs and help build connections between community priorities
and research and resource management strategies.

extension and outreach services that support efforts to predict and respond to species, habitat and
ecosystem-scale change. We support efforts to identify and test new ecosystem management, and
restoration approaches and techniques for pollution mitigation and ecosystem recovery.

Sea Grant’s work in resilient communities and economies includes extension and education
programs that support long-term community planning, disaster preparedness and recovery, support
for physical and ecological research, and social science research to more effectively engage a wide
range of community perspectives in identifying needs and addressing challenges.

@ Sea Grant’s work in healthy coastal ecosystems includes research, technical assistance, and
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Sea Grant’s work to advance environmental literacy and workforce development includes
includes experiential education and training programs for PreK-12 students and teachers, and
community science and informal education programs focused on marine and coastal topics.
Sea Grant supports undergraduate and graduate student research, academic instruction, and
scholarship, internship and fellowship opportunities. The program also provides workforce
development and training for professionals of all ages.

*The 2024 federal investment represents Maine Sea Grant Core and Aquaculture Appropri-
ations. Metrics are direct results of Sea Grant work between Feb 1, 2024, and Jan 31, 2025, Sea\/ THE UNIVERSITY OF
as reported by Maine Sea Grant staff and researchers in Summer 2025. Economic benefit =
market & non-market value of Sea Grant’s work and the value of jobs & businesses (calculat- Grant <~ MAINE
ed based on standards published for Maine by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics for 2024). MAINE




Maine Sea Grant’s mission is to support the responsible use and
B ' I H E conservation of coastal resources to sustain diverse, thriving

coastal communities and ecosystems.

*
N U M B E Rs Learn more about Maine Sea Grant’s work at seagrant.umaine.edu
21 Sea Grant staff hosted and More than , 50 established partnerships

jointly supported by the University of with businesses, researchers, community
Maine live and work along Maine’s 3,500- * organizations, and municipal, state, regional, federal,
mile coastline, providing a valuable local and tribal partners help to leverage resources and
resource for sharing information and expertise, increasing the impacts of investments in
solving problems. the Maine Sea Grant Program.

In 2024, our documented impacts included:
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engaged in Maine Sea Grant-supported education programs**

*Metrics are direct results of Maine Sea Grant work between Feb 1, 2024, and Jan 31, 2025, as reported by Maine Sea Grant staff in Summer 2025.

**“Education programs” refers to informal education, K-12 and secondary education programs.
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