
Neoplasia in Maine Clams 

A recent event or old news 
 



Median Neoplasia in the US 
Pr

ev
al

en
ce

 o
f n

eo
pl

as
ia

 
 (%

) 

0 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

NB ME NH MA RI CT NY MD AK 
Frequencies of clams with neoplasia (stage 4 recorded only) were compiled for locations including 
Alaska (AK), Maryland (MD), New York (NY), Connecticut (CT), Rhode Island (RI), Massachusetts 

(MA), New Hampshire (NH), Maine (ME) and New Brunswick (NB). Data was collected between 2002 
and 2009. Clam populations in Alaska were added as a West Coast comparison, since Mya arenaria 

naturally did not occur on the West Coast but were imported from East Coast flats. 



Northeast Study 



Harpswell 2012 



Harpswell 2013 







Disease Testing 

• Quahog – QPX 
 
• Blue Mussels – Neoplasia – 2013 
 Boothbay and Harpswell 
 
• Soft-Shell Clams - Neoplasia 
 Harpswell 
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