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Northern Casco Bay 
Goals of the Discussion 

•  Present- Drastic declines in softshell 
clam populations; Quickly rescinding 
salt marshes; Catastrophic loss of eel 
grass meadows. 

•  Adaptation – Feasibility of stabilizing 
Crab Populations in smaller control 
areas; Rebuilding damaged habitat; 
Reseeding softshell clam populations; 
Nurture returning populations of 
quahogs/oysters etc… 

•  Future Planning- Softshell clam pens 
(aquaculture); Harvest diversification 
(various shellfish types); Bank 
stabilization; eel grass reintroduction; 



Northern Casco Bay Eelgrass Impacts 
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Northern Casco Bay Saltmarsh Impacts 



Northern Casco Bay Shoreline Erosion 



Northern Casco Bay Shellfish Impacts 
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Northern Casco Bay Species changes 



Northern Casco Bay Adaptation 



Northern Casco Bay Adaptation 



The Future 

Reclaiming Near Shore Coastal Habitat in 
the face of global climate change:  
Identify 
- Historical Information – Studies conducted in other 
regions of the world- Our recent changes in the near 
shore coastal eco-system. 
Stabilize Near Shore Habitats  
- Small Protected Coves- Is it possible (MCP Grant)  
Future planning 
- Near Shore Habitat Restoration 
- Diversify Harvesting Options (BDC Grant) 
- Build Regional Partnerships 



Northern Casco Bay This Invasive Species Is EVERYONES PROBLEM!!!! 

New Meadows River 
Watershed Partnership 

Brunswick High School  
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