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State of Maine Legislation
Commission & Report

MA OA Commission
Passed Oct 2018

Rep. Dylan Fernandez

RI OA Commission
Passed 2016

Rep. John G. Edwards

NH Coastal Marine Natural 
Resources & 

Environment Commission
Passed 2017

Rep. David Watters

State of Maine Legislation OA 
Commission 2014 and Report 2015
Rep. Mick Devin

NY OA Commission
Passed Aug 2018

Assemblyman Steve 
Englebright



• First meeting - August 2014

• Final Commission Report with 
recommendations- January 2015

• Six Goals– and a recommendation 
for an OCA Council to continue the work  

• Let’s Get to Work!

2014, 126th Maine Legislature – Study Commission 
Effects of Coastal and Ocean Acidification and Its Existing and Potential 
Effects on Species That Are Commercially Harvested and Grown Along 

the Maine Coast



January 2015

Commission sunsets and final Commission report with recommendations 
released, including a recommendation for an OCA Council to keep a 
sustained/coordinated focus on OCA 

LD 493 introduced to create OCA Council to carry out recommendations of 
the Commission– legislation failed to garner State support due to lack of 
staffing and funding (Mick Devin)



Maine Ocean and Coastal Acidification(MOCA) Partnership 

Formed March 14, 2016

UMaine Darling Marine Center

http://www.seagrant.umaine.edu/extension/maine-ocean-and-coastal-acidification-partnership



Maine  Events before and after OA Commission

• ME Stakeholder OCA Workshop– December 
2014, Darling Marine Center, (NECAN)

• Ocean Acidification Vulnerability– January 2014, 
Maine Maritime Museum, (Island Institute)

• ME Fishermen’s Forums, 2013, 2014, & 2016 
(Maine Sea Grant +)

• Maine OA Google Group formed (Island Inst.)

• Casco Bay Nutrient Workshop, May 2016, (CBEP 
& NECAN)

• ME Citizen Science Monitoring Wkshp, May2018 
(NECAN)

http://www.seagrant.umaine.edu/extension/maine-ocean-and-coastal-acidification-partnership

NECAN Cit Sci OCA Wkshp, Bowdoin



• Stakeholder Meeting-development of MOCA, Darling Ctr., March 2016

• Current Research and Revisit Commission Recommendations, USM, Portland, June 2016

• Remediation Strategies and Policy– State House, Augusta, November 2016

• MOCA Webinar Update, May 2017

• Winter Science Meeting, Bigelow Laboratory for Ocean Sciences, December 2017

• Ocean Acidification and Lobster Research, Bowdoin College, June 2018

• Policy Implications and Moving Forward, State House, Augusta, November 2018

MOCA Partnership Symposia 



http://www.seagrant.umaine.edu/extension/maine-
ocean-and-coastal-acidification-partnership

Website developed



MOCA Represents:

• Lobstermen

• Aquaculture

• Legislators

• State Agencies

• Researchers

• Nonprofits

• Educators


