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SEA LEVEL RISE REPORT 
BANNED

•In 2012 the North Carolina legislature banned the use 
of a report completed by the North Carolina Coastal 

Resources Commission

•The report predicted significant sea level rise possible 
by the year 2100

•Report was tagged “short-sighted”

•Action by the legislature tagged as “a ban against 
science”
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HOW TO ADAPT?

ADAPTATION TOOL KIT:  SEA-LEVEL RISE AND COASTAL LAND USE

GEORGETOWN CLIMATE CENTER

Jessica Grannis

2011



PLANNING INTELLIGENT ADAPTATION

•ZONING AND PLANNING

•FLOODPLAIN REGULATIONS

•BUILDING CODES AND RESILIENT DESIGNS

•SETBACKS AND BUFFERS

•SET CONDITIONS ON DEVELOPMENT



PLANNING INTELLIGENT ADAPTATION

•REBUILDING RESTRICTIONS

•SELECTIVE HARD ARMORING

•SOFT ARMORING

•LIMIT DEVELOPMENT IN AT RISK AREAS

•AQUISTIONS AND BUYOUTS

•CONSERVATION EASEMENTS




