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Marine Debris Programs

Beach Cleanups 

Adopt-a-Beach Program
Group Cleanups

International Coastal Cleanup 
Isles of Shoals 
Underwater

Microplastics 
research

 

Pelagic Litter

From whale watch boats 

Data collection an important aspect of each



Goals of our 
Marine 
Debris 
Programs

Protect Marine Life

Collect Data
Understand the problem, 
develop solutions

Inspire Action & 
Behavior Change







Last Year… 

Volunteers picked up more than 
146,000 pieces of litter along a 

35-mile stretch of coastline

This totaled 11,684 pounds



2018 Top Ten

Item  TOTAL 
Cigarette Butts           39,726 
Rope           11,945 
Plastic Pieces <2.5 cm           11,385 
Wrappers             9,480 
Foam Pieces <2.5 cm             9,282 
Other  Plastic >10 cm             8,070 
Other Items (not on list)             7,303 
Plastic Bottle Caps             4,412 
Fishing Buoys, Traps, Nets/Bait Bags             4,017 
Plastic Beverage Bottles             3,122 



Straws & Bags, 2018

2,491 
(#16)

1,126 
(#24)



Volunteer Recruiting
Initially… 
•Reached out to schools, businesses, 

individuals
•Posted on volunteering web sites and online 

calendars
•Sent press releases
•Built up an e-mail list

Now… lots of inquiries
•Sign up online
•More vols in winter and spring







Challenges
• “Not enough trash to pick up”
•Cleanups too short for some groups
•How many volunteers is too few?
•Adopt-a-Beach groups disappear
•Trash is still out there… every day



Next Steps 
•Measuring behavior change – have 
volunteers changed anything as a result of 
participating in a cleanup?

•Storm response team

•School yard cleanups



Get Involved
•Digital Cleanup Kit

•Marine Debris Tracker

•Adopt-a-Beach Program

•Use our Data

•Storm Response Team

•Microplastics research



Thank You

All the cleanup volunteers and beachcombers!



www.blueoceansociety.org

Questions? 


