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Who: GOMMEA	is	a	regional	network	of	educators	and	scientists,	
committed	to	creating	connections	between	science	and	the	
community,	to	better	understand	the	Gulf	of	Maine.	
Mission: Connect	people	to	the	Gulf	of	Maine	through	education	and	
experiences.	
Vision: An	ocean-literate	citizenry	who	appreciates	and	cares	for	a	
healthy	Gulf	of	Maine.



Our	board	of	
directors	
and	our	
members	
are	spread	
across	the	
coast!

Geographic Spread



GOMMEA	History

• Established	1979
• One	of	17	Chapters	of	National	Marine	
Education	Association



Focus	Areas
• Main	audience:	
Informal	educators

• Membership	also	
includes	formal	
educators,	scientists,	
NGO	representatives…

• Regional	reach	– bring	
educators/orgs	together	
to	share	ideas,	learn,	
collaborate,	etc.	











Upcoming	Events



Why	Should	You	Attend	a	
GOMMEA	Event?

• There	are	SO	many	things	going	on	– how	do	
you	keep	up?

• Creating	friendships	is	how	things	get	started
• When	you	find/think	of	something	exciting	
you	have	somewhere	to	make	it	grow



Big	Events	vs	Small	Events

Big
• Critical	mass	can	lead	to	

snowball	effect	and	get	
bigger	response	than	
expected

• Can	create	collaborations	
and	connections

• Expensive	and	time	
consuming

Small
• More	intimate,	may	lead	to	

deeper	involvement
• Easier	logistics	to	create
• Smaller	number	of	

participants



Other	Orgs	=	Frenemies?		
Competition?....No

• Positive	feedback	cycle
• More	activity	means	more	
ways	to	be	interconnected	
and	spread	reach

• Help	each	other	do	better
• Help	define	and	clarify	
what	orgs	focus	on	to	allow	
for	working	together	and		
not	duplicating



Join	Us!!

Go	to
gommea.org!



TURNING	THE	TIDE: LEARNING	FROM	
YESTERDAY,	ADAPTING	FOR	TOMORROW


